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fe merformance characteristics attributed to the Backfire
X 0{%¥glgifggg?3tcsourccs bave been analyzed. They are found
&X be qenerally consistent with gurrontlepglneerlng'estzmates
of nackiire performance ;f CGrFaln ope:atlon§l parameggrs are
provned, The only real inconsistency noted 1s the claimed
xébﬂ km (1300 nm) operational radius for an all—?upsonlc Coe
(1iqht at a 15,000 meter (49,000 ft) altitude. rhzs‘altigude SR
4p eigniflicantly above Backfire's subsonic, non-afterburning
operotional ceiling except at very low gross weights, . Because
of ampbiguity in the data provxdeq, we'have lgapned little
to confirm or refute current engineering estimates of the .
packflce's 5000 km (2700 nm) range capabirlity on high-altitude, -

gubsonie cruloe mirsions, . *. | . .
AEALYTICAL _LINITATIONS o e ey L

‘whe Backfire performance data provided by .7 o7 0 et s
. - . tho Kovietn does not provide the basis for v o Z}QI el
i ST determination of an intexcontinenta% capa- ST
’ _ bility, or lack of it. Terms in which the Sy
. . data {5 reported, such as "official maxi- BRI S
fRie gum operational radius®, "intermittent super~ .. ¢ .07
& o wanonde and subsonlc speeds" and "minimal " or 0 s s
; VU amanimal payloads, are not meaningful -terms v L e oy
Q%w# . 4n any technical sense. We have applied our .w.::-Js‘;4 _
‘; = ‘Ipterpretations of these terms and have used , 2.4'""
., our best etimates for gross weight, fuel weight .-~
;- and wing'sweep angle to assess the performahce - '
data reported. In addition, our estimates acé

.- based on the use of cruise climb procedures == .. °~ "

- a standard Soviet practice, - _% s e
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packfire Deploigent

there are nine, possibly eleven, Backfires at Poltava,
_an operational Long Range Aviation base in the Southwestern .

: The}e are eleven, possibly seventeen Backfives at i
oktyabrskoye, an operational RNaval Aviation base on the - A .
' 4l d {mean P(E'I‘l lnSUlao /7 K 25'X1_ Lo

e s m ey -

- ¢he Soviets are replacing Badger intermediate-range
i bombers with Backfires at poltava and Oktyabrskoye. Prior . ..
““ %o the delivery of Backfires to Poltava, there were two
.. regiments at the airfield, with a total of =ome flftYﬁf%Ve
Badgers. Presently there are about forty Badgers and either . ,
“pnine or eleven Backfire at Poltava. Prior .to the delivery = . .-, ¢

- of Dackfires to Oktyabrskoye, there was a single Badger - §..;,3

" Ypegiment of about twenty-five aircraft. Presently there are SRR
. .7 . ibout f£ifteen: Badgers and cither eleven or seventeen Backflires, o
.+ at Oktyabrskoye. T B S i

Ak . . . . h :" ' “ v » a lv ‘ " .-‘-".- - - :- . _.}. as e . )
ran L ple-disposition of the Badgers tha were-forderdy -0 e e el
' Clgtationed at FPoltava'dnd Oktyabrskoye.is noticurrently.known. - -7

ﬁﬁfu T qhe Soviets may have retired xhese"aircfaﬁt,'QzLthqy”mgy;hayg;.f:'4w;
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el s 25XT:
l."‘ :'"..‘l‘l""." 7 : .- :-' - -: " . -....-.'.: : e 5.-. .o . ...,-- T .- A:.:.:-’.w,.':‘(...'.. T Q".‘:" ::‘.‘ ' i..:.l..‘.,.:‘.. :
- Je.vConstiaints Oﬁ.InterebntineﬁtaI;Capabllityzm :\3&iﬁi5;:w%.5;{:~#u"235 ;
T T T T A L T R R e e i T R e b e e
MY o Wé.see nothifig in Sécretery Brezhnev's statement “abdut. 37
*un”'LBackfﬁre'p@rformance=which‘trqnslates'%ntg,gugqantces:on, AR
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